UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250



Dear Employees,
 
I would like to share an update on Congressional action regarding USDA’s budget.  
On Wednesday, the Senate passed legislation to provide funding for USDA and other Federal agencies through the remainder of the fiscal year.  Yesterday, the House of Representatives followed suit in approving the Continuing Resolution which provides funding for USDA and other Federal agencies through September 30, 2013. The Continuing Resolution passed by Congress applies a reduction of approximately 2.5 percent for a number of items within USDA’s budget. It also maintains the across-the-board budget reductions under sequestration.
This budget is now well below the FY 2009 discretionary operating level.  All of you have been asked to dig deep and to continue providing extraordinary service during a very difficult time.  You’ve responded by embracing the Blueprint for Stronger Service and the Administrative Services Project.  To date we’ve identified $700 million in savings.  Your work has made dealing with these difficult times much easier than it would otherwise have been.  While some may still have to endure furloughs – there will be fewer of them and shorter time periods because of your great work.
At the same time you have delivered a record amount of work and even found time to institute new programs.  For example, in the past week, the Farm Service Agency surpassed 1,000 direct operating loans made under its new “microloan” program to help small and beginning producers. Considering that this new program was announced less than two months ago, that’s an impressive figure. This is just one example of USDA employees stepping up and getting the job done, regardless of the current budget situation.
I realize how hard this has been, but no group has responded better.  We are a proud, creative, and tough bunch.  I’m proud of the work you are doing, and the American people are counting on all of us to keep it up. 
Sincerely,
Tom Vilsack


