[image: image1.jpg]



United States Department of Agriculture

Research, Education, and Economics

Agricultural Research Service

September 29, 2011
SUBJECT:
Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year (FY) 2012
TO:
Administrator’s Council

      FROM:
Michael A. Arnold     /s/ 

Director

Congress has passed HR 2017, a Continuing Resolution (CR) that will keep the Federal Government operating at 1.5% below current FY 2011 operating levels through

October 4, 2011.  The White House is expected to sign this legislation.  The CR requires ARS to curtail funding at a spendout rate of 1.1% from the reduced operating level.  Financial allocations for this period will be provided to Headquarters and Area Offices reflecting available funding by location, management unit, and research project.  
As always, ARS fundholders are advised to exercise prudent management of these limited resources during this interim period.  Area Offices are expected to monitor obligations to assure locations do not exceed CR funding limitations.  Please ensure that requests for contractual and extramural agreements, reimbursements, etc., are executed within the financial requirements of the CR.

Early next week, the House of Representatives is expected to take up a Senate-passed spending measure (HR 2608) that would keep the government operating through November 18, 2011.  I will keep you advised of further actions in this regard.
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