
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

Dear USDA employees, 

As you probably know, the Department’s budget is currently provided for by a continuing resolution through November 18.  Last night, the Senate worked on appropriations legislation to fund the Department through FY 2012 and, after considering amendments, agreed to finish the legislation when they return from recess on October 31.  Upon passage, the Senate bill must be reconciled with the House of Representatives agriculture appropriations bill, which passed earlier this year.

While I am hopeful that the FY 2012 funding will become law before the continuing resolution runs out, it will almost certainly contain reductions to certain USDA programs and functions.  As we have done thus far – with our Strengthening Service project and through other measures – we will work to manage these challenges as best as possible so as not to affect our service to the American people.

Throughout this process, my staff and I have worked to help Congress understand the potential impact that reductions would have on USDA’s customers and our workforce.  And in the days and weeks ahead, we will continue to advocate for all the Americans we serve as well as for USDA’s workers and the important work we do to keep families and this nation strong and prosperous. 

USDA employees are the most committed public servants I know.  I appreciate your hard work on behalf of the American people, and know we will work together to handle any challenges that this budget presents to us.  

Best,

Tom Vilsack
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