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Presidential and Congressional efforts to stabilize the country’s long-term financial health continue to bring fiscal uncertainty throughout the Federal government.  As FY 11 ends, Congress continues to wrestle with how to boost the economy without falling short on goals for reducing the deficit and cutting Federal spending.  With such difficult choices yet to be made, Congress has enacted a Continuing Resolution that will fund ARS and the rest of the Federal government through November 18, 2011.  This will allow lawmakers additional time to attempt completion of the appropriations process by perhaps combining some, if not all, of the spending bills, including the Agriculture Appropriations Bill, into an Omnibus spending package or a series of smaller “minibus” packages.  An Omnibus bill combines many of the twelve individual spending bills that fund Federal agencies and operations into a single appropriation bill.  Congressional members may then vote on a single bill to fund numerous Federal agencies versus many different appropriation bills.  

On June 16, 2011, the House of Representatives approved an FY 2012 Agriculture Appropriations Bill that cut USDA spending for discretionary programs by $2.6 billion, or approximately 13% from current FY 2011 spending levels. The measure proposes significant reductions throughout all programs and offices within the Department.  Specifically for ARS, the bill proposes $988 million, a reduction of $145 million, or 12.8% from our FY 2011 operating level of $1.133 billion.  

On September 7, 2011, the Senate Appropriations Committee passed their version of an FY 2012 Agriculture Appropriations Bill.  The Senate’s measure also proposes reductions below the FY 2011 operating level for many of USDA’s programs and Agencies.  The Senate Bill proposes a funding level of $1.095 billion for ARS, a $38 million reduction, or 3.4% from the FY 2011 operating level.    

I want to emphasize that these proposals serve as a starting point for negotiations between the House and Senate.  While both the House and Senate agree there should be some reductions in FY 2012 Federal spending, there is significant variance between the 12.8% and 3.4% reductions proposed by the House and Senate for ARS.  Over the upcoming weeks, discussions will continue between the Administration and Congress on an acceptable FY 2012 funding level.

In anticipation of reduced spending levels for FY 2012, ARS has been working with USDA to seek a variety of tools to minimize the impact on Agency employees and to ensure equitable treatment among those impacted.  On October 5, Dr. Knipling announced that ARS has Voluntary Early Retirement Authority (VERAs)—“early-outs”—and can offer Voluntary Separation Incentive Payments (VSIPs)—“buy-outs”—to eligible employees. Employees can submit applications for VERA and/or VSIP starting Monday, December 5 at 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time, and ending Monday, December 19, 2011 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time.  Contact the ARS Human Resources Benefits Division for more information.

We will continue to keep you updated on our budget situation. 

image1.jpeg




